Siam
they look to be abloom with large pale-pink
flowers.
When, in the course of our navigation, we
draw close to this forest of eternal green, so as
almost to touch it, the hosts of the branches
become alarmed and take to flight. And then,
at close quarters, we see what can only be
described as skeins of creeping plants wound,
as it were, round the trees, binding them one
to another, so that the forest presents itself
to us as one single inextricable mass,
At about one o'clock, we cast anchor in the
shade of a little bay, enclosed with wanton
verdure* This, it appears, is the place where
the large sampans, ordered in advance from
the chief of the nearest village, on the way
to Angkor, will come to find me, The little
steam-boat which has carried me to this point
would not in any case be able to proceed further
through the forest.
They appear at about six o'clock in the
evening, these roofed sampans, emerging one
after the other from under the medley of
creepers. The large red sun has just set when
I take my place in one, with my French servant,
my Cambodian interpreter, my Chinese boy,
and our light travellers' baggage, And then,
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